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Foreword 


Starting with the name of that God, who made man as the best of all creations and gave 
him consciousness such that he may pay heed to the creation. Peace and blessing upon 
Muhammad (S.A.W) and his progeny, who by their thoughts and actions turned the wild 
man living in darkness into a human being. 

History is defined as the mentioning of great people. Man has always preserved his 
values, manners and culture, victory and defeat, rising and falling and all such stories 
and happenings. The dawn of history is full of lessons and graciousness. Man in his wild 
life did not progress and continued to live in the state of tribes, that he would 
remember his ancestors acts, it was the people who progressed that preserved history 
and considered it their religiousobligation; due to this the history of the previous eras is 
present with us. 

In the ages that children pay attention to studying and playing, I was always found of 
and attracted towards the Shahi Qi la, Shalimar Garden and other such tombs and 
shrines and ancient places. God knows whether my heart was affectionate to these 
places or was it just the attraction they possessed that would always make me a slave of 
such places. Going to old places, learning their history and telling others about it had 
always been my favorite things to do. To give tranquility to this interest, I consequently 
got interested in researching. I got interested ininvestigating to such an extent that I 
made it my job and life. This is why today the world knows me by the name "Lahore Ka 
Khoji" (Researcher of Lahore). 

The land of Pakistan and the city of Lahore in particular had special importance to the 
Sikh religion. Where, before the creation of Pakistan, there were almost 30 magnificent 
Gurdwaras. After the partition of the Indian Subcontinent, a majority of the Sikh 
people's religious places fell under the land of Pakistan. Most of these locations are 
ruins today, yet they reflect the epic spiritual significance of their glorious past to this 
day, out of these are included the locations in Lahore which are related to the Sikh 
religions fifth Guru; Guru Arjan Dev Ji. 

Out of the many monuments, some faded away with time while some others remain. 
Although in Lahore there are many monuments attributed to great people on which 
investigations and editing remain on going. This is in its own, a new and unique 
exploration. Although there have been numerous books written on the history of 
Lahore, but there has been little in-depth and detailed research in relations to a single 
person and his monuments within Lahore. If the help of God the merciful remains with 
me then I will try to write about other personalities and their monuments as well. 

The Lahore Shanasi Foundation has published this book; The Monuments and 
Memorabilia of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, in Lahore. The readers are requested that if they find 
any mistake or inconsistencies within this book they may inform us with the reference 
so that it may be corrected in the next edition. 



Expression of Gratitude 


After the gratitude towards God, I would thank my teachers especially my respected 
teacher Mr. Iqbal Qaisar, Mr. Rao Javed Iqbal, who not only graced me with sincere 
advice but also provided me with historical references in relation to this book and 
pointed out the mistakes it had. I am also thankful to Prof. Sardar Satwindar Singh Rangi 
(currently residing in Canada) who gave second looks at the book and corrected the 
historical errors. I also thank Prof. Muhammad Kamran Akhtar of Cadet College, Skardu 
who pointed out the grammatical mistakes within the book. 

I express thankfulness towards Abbas Jaafar, the in-charge of Gurdwara Dera Sahab Shri 
Guru Arjan Dev Ji, who gave me the permission to visit Gurdawa Dera Sahab and his 
help proved beneficial in one way or another in this work of mine. I am grateful to Mr. 
M.R. Shahid who gave a second look at this book and verified it. I also express 
thankfulness towards all of those friends who bestowed upon me their advice with their 
discussions with me. All of these factors became key in making me strive towards my 
goal. I pray to God for the prosperousness and longevity of the lives of all who have 
been previously mentioned. I also pray that may God make this work of mine successful 
- Ameen. 


A Traveller On The Road Of History 

The tracing of history is something quite dangerous and unveiling the long forgotten 
parts of history and leaving it for the generations to come is even more difficult. In our 
region, research has been done on any type of history, there are many parts of history 
that are still not given importance by todays historians, whenever there will be talks 
about the history of Lahore there will inevitably be the mentioning of the young 
researcher Syed Faizan Abbas. 

This is the personwho after years of working and discovering and enthusiasm formed 
this book (The Monuments and Memorabilia of Guru Arjan Dev Ji in Lahore).The 
author's passion about his work is proof enough that he has a grasp over Lahore's 
history. This book, within it, has a treasure of knowledge. If Syed Faizan Abbas continues 
to work with such due care and diligence then inevitably he will create his own name 
within history itself. This book is a significant increase in the history of Lahore, which the 
readers shall benefit from. 

He looked at all of the monuments of Lahore with sequence and listened to the stories 
they held within themselves and retold them in his own words and this is the very talent 
he possesses and knows how to promote his technique very well. He has complete 
certainty on his brilliant thinking and his strong ambitions and as time goes on, he not 
only discovers the long lost parts of history; but also finds new parts within the history 
and enriches it further. My thoughts and prayers are with him and may Allah, the most 
high, enhance him in success and give him more courage and strength. 


M.R Shahid 



Slogon of Lahore 

Living nations have a few signs, one of which is that they protect their cultural heritage 
to view their past. In the country of Pakistan is also a very important country with 
regards to culture. History and Historical Greatness and Grandeur is scattered in every 
corner of the country. Those people are of greatness who take the responsibility of 
protection of historical heritage upon their shoulders and work day and night. In reality 
the historical heritage is a nations combined inheritance, but due to a deficiency in 
consciousness the common people are not aware of their responsibility. This is the 
reason as to why a few conscious and people of passion from within the society are 
performing their responsibility. 

The founder and chairman of the institution of Lahore Shanasi, Mr. Syed Faizan Abbas, is 
someone who has heart-felt affection towards the history and culture of Lahore. His 
mission is to pour over the affection for the great historical heritage over to the new 
generation. His aim is to make the youngsters aware of the positive activities and then 
create a taste of research and knowledge among them. Syed Faizan Abbas is himself a 
researcher and author of a high excellence. 

What I am delighted about is that where the author has researched about Tombs, 
Masjids, Shrines of Awliya, Imam Bargahs and other buildings, he has also done 
worthwhile research on the remains of the Sikh and Hindu religions'. And this book is a 
proof that author has sided from bias and has researched on such a personality about 
whom people are not aware. Where he has mentioned the Sikh religions Guru's life 
accounts details, he has also mentioned the monuments related to him and their 
architectural details as well as their present conditions. The government's departments 
should take actions to protect these historical ruins as historical buildings. If today we 
do not perform our responsibility, then our coming generations shall be devoid of this 
great heritage, which is a proof for our greatness. 

Professor Muhammad Kamran Akhtar 

(Department of Urdu, Cadet College Skardu, Gilgit Baltistan) 

Pure and New Findings 

I have read this entire book, which is "The Monuments of the Fifth Guru Shri Guru Arjan 
Dev Ji in Lahore". In this book Syed Faizan Abbas has talked about the monuments of 
the fifth Guru in Lahore. 

Syed Faizan Abbas is a youngster who is affectionate towards his city of Lahore. He has 
written this book solely due to his affection only. According to my examination this is his 
first book, therefore the reader should read it with that in mind. Faizan has taken help 
from other books as well to complete his book, except for Kanhailal and Kernel Bhola 
Nath all the authors are muslim. Kanhailal was a Hindu but his eye on history was an eye 
of complete accuracy. 



In this book we have found many new facts to read regarding Guru Arjan's life and 
history. There are such facts, which are different from the analysis of Sikh historians. 
This is why these narratives raise new questions in front of us and opens new doors of 
research. 

Syed Faizan Abbas, "Lahore Ka Khojji", has found a new life. I hope that he does more 
and more research on the city of Lahore and brings forth new things about the city. Due 
to this being his first step, I would like to welcome him with all my heart to this field, 
may the Lord give him the courage to open up new doors. 

Iqbal Qaisar 

Director Punjabi Khojj Garh Lalyani Kasur District 
10 May 2016 


Lahore's Khojji 

I have known Syed Faizan Abbas since the past 6 years. When I met the young man he 
had a passion for Historical Monuments, his interest was finding new monuments; 
feeling which, I gave him the name of Lahore Ka Khojji. Today this young man is famous 
by this name on social media and in Lahore's literary circles. In the time that I started 
working on Lahore there was completed darkness in front of me with no help or 
encouragement from anyone; but in today's modern age of modern cameras, modern 
accessories, social media and a lot of easy ways are available. As compared the 
previously there has been a lot of improvement in regards to Historical Monuments and 
Heritage and the related departments have also become aware. This consciousness 
came from books written and safeguarded from time to time by different researchers 
and our young generation gets interested and attached to these monuments by reading 
these books. 

I feel delighted that the seed planted by me has gained heights with great speed. Syed 
Faizan Abbas famous as Lahore Ka Khojji has written many booklets before this. This is 
his first in-detail book in which the historical significance of the monuments in Lahore of 
the Sikh religions fifth Guru, Arjan Dev Ji, as well as historical incidents have also been 
written. References from the Sikh religions books as well as detailed incidents are proofs 
enough for his great way of research. The author, as well as being interested in history, 
has also remained a student of architecture. This is why the current situation of these 
locations have also been written illustratively due to which the reader feels as if he is 
viewing everything along with the author. This is should be the brilliance of a good 
writer. In the end it is my prayer that may God, the great, bestow Syed Faizan Abbas 
with greater growth and honour. ( Ameen ) 

Rao Javaid Iqbal 

Research Assistent National Collage of Arts Lahore . 

May 2016 



Congratulations 


Lahore's juvenile researcher Mr. Faizan Abbas, famous as "Lahore Ka Khojji" (Researcher 
of Lahore) who other than the history of Lahore also works diligently and with zeal on 
the history of the Sikh, has done excellent work in this small book with relation to the 
Sikh religion's fifth Guru; Guru Arjan Dev Ji, his life, happenings and his impact and 
remnants and has collected and presented all this in an excellent way. Reading this book 
makes it understood that he has put in a great amount of effort and research in it. I 
want to congratulate Mr. "Lahore Ka Khojji" on the publication of this book on behalf of 
the Sikh-Muslim Friendship Mission Group and myself. I pray to Allah to give him more 
willpower and strength that he may continue working on the region of Lahore. 

From: Admin Person - Sikh-Muslim Friendship Mission Pakistan 
Mahmoud Ahmad Babar - Lahore. 


Introduction 

Pakistan is such a country; where the people of every religion, community, ethnicity and 
language are living. The roots of which lie in harmony and brotherhood. Different 
civilizations have been born in this land. Different nations were created. All of the 
different religions and communities, according to their religious and communal 
traditions have helped shape history. Pakistan is rich in terms of of history, traditions, 
culture, monuments and remains of the past. Since before the creation of Pakistan all 
the religions used to co-exist here; therefore, along with the Muslims, the Hindus, Sikhs 
and Christians built magnificent buildings on this land, which to this day give us the 
identification of the excellent taste and traditions of the builders of those monuments. 
Every nation has a certain fondness for their places of religious significance, and they 
build it with great importance and grandeur. 

The land of Pakistan and Lahore in particular is important in relation to the Sikh religion. 
Where before the creation of Pakistan, there were close to 30 magnificent Gurdwaras. 
After the partition of the Indian Subcontinent most of the Sikh's religious sites came 
under the dominion of Pakistan. Many of the ruins of these sites still tell the tale of their 
glorious and spiritual past. During the partition the Sikhs had to take significant damage 
to their religious site. Why is it , and to what avail, that the Sikh leaders knew all this in 
1947 and yet they still supported India at that time. Due to this, even today, the new 
generation is disturbed. The expression of this was even shown by Sardar Baldev Singh 
on the occasion of the Baisakhi Festival when thousands of Sikh pilgrims were making 
their way towards Pakistan in these words: "Muslims, due to their sacrifices, got 
Pakistan. Hindus got their freedom in the shape of India, but what did the Sikhs get?" 



After the partition, all of Pakistan's religious and sacred sites were barred from entry, 
later; the important sites were restored for visiting. Even then, many Sikh Gurdwaras 
and religious sites, which were related to 1947, were depopulated and left secluded. 
The effects of which remain till date. This booklet is written in regards to the 
monuments related to the fifth Patshahi Guru Maharaj Arjan Dev Ji. 



Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji 


Name: Arjan Dev Ji 

Father's Name: Guru Ram Das Ji 

Mother's Name: Bibi Bhani Ji 

Son's Name: Guru Hargobind Singh Ji 

Birth: Baisakhi, 15 April 1563 CE in the district of Goindval 

Era: Shahanshah Nur-ud-din Jahangir 

Works: Authorship of Guru Granth Sahib, Construction of the 
Golden Temple in Amritsar, Organizing the Sikhs and called people 
towards monotheism. 

Nemesis: Chandu Lai (Chandu Mai), Minister of Treasury in the 
court of Lahore. 

Allies: Hazrat Mian Mir Qadri (R.A), Hazrat Shah Hussain (R.A) 

Martyrdom: l st June 1607 CE due to drowning in the River Ravi in 
Lahore. 

Memorial Place: Gurdwara Dera Sahib, Bairoon Roshnai Darwaza, 
Lahore. 




The Fifth Guru of the Sikh religion, Guru Arjan Dev Ji 


Biography of Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji 


Guru Arjan Dev Ji is the Sikh religions fifth Guru. Guru Arjan was the son of the fourth 
Guru, Ram Das Ji, he was born on the 19 th of Besakh; accordingly 15 th April 1563 in the 
village of Goindval. His mothers name was Bibi Bhani who was the daughter of Guru 
Amr Das. Her real name was Mohni but she was more commonly known as Bibi Bhani. 
Guru Ram Das Ji had three sons and a daughter. Out of these three only Arjan Dev 
walked the path of his father. Fromthe remaining two, Maha Dev became an ascetic and 
the other son, Prithi Chand, was lost in the worldly desires. Therefore, only Arjan Dev Ji 
was the bright and skillful son. Arjan Ji, who was the youngest, always remained 
obedient to his father with his heart and soul. Whatever his father commanded, he used 
to start doing it in no time and never gave any excuses. Guru Arjan Dev Ji's mother 
expressed this desire of hers to her husband that it should only be in their progeny that 


the series of Gurus should continue. Thus, for the completion of this desire. Guru Ram 
Das Ji; while he was alive, choose his brilliant son Arjan Dev Ji as his successor and 
declared him the Guru after him. 

It is mentioned in the Sikh religion's book Janam Sakhi on page 631 that once Guru Arjan 
Dev Ji sat on his grandfather's throne while playing, his grandfather expressed his love 
and said you shall get this throne by means of your father and you shall become a great 
Guru and thus did it happen. After the death of Guru Ram Das Ji in 1581 CE, Guru Arjan 
Dev Ji took on the role of the Guru. Prithi Chand, the eldest son, got afflicted to a great 
extent for not getting the throne of the Guru. Due to this, he was envious of Guru Arjan 
Dev Ji and even had quarrels and feuds with him. His father was upset at this and 
rebuked him many a times, which are mentioned in the Guru Granth Sahib as well. The 
meaning of which was that quarreling with ones father is a massive defect and the 
money with which you feel proud is worthless and that such haughtiness shall land you 
in hell but the son paid no heed. 

Guru Arjan Dev Ji was an ascetic and spartan even during his childhood, he was of a 
tolerant nature even then and he used to be in constant remembrance of God. In 1638 
CE he officially became the Guru, after this he developed his community a lot by 
creating lakes at every place along with wells, religious education centers and 
populating new areas. He created the religious articles of faith and religious law and 
converted thousands of Hindus into Sikhism and he made them such cemented on his 
faith that people thought of him as an Avtaar like they did for Guru Nanak. 

Due to the eminence and presence of Guru Arjan the Sikh community flourished by the 
day. During the tenure of the previous Gurus there was no law underwhich the Guru's 
would collect charity from the people every year. He started this; He collected one- 
tenth of the money for every worker. When the year would end, the workers would 
collect the charitable money from their respective towns and present the Guru with 
millions of rupees worth of money. Groups after groups of Sikhs would come to visit the 
Guru from far-off places and they would receives robes of garments as well as turbans 
from him, this continued till the tenth guru; rather, till the death of Mata Sunderi Ji. 

It is mentioned in Janam Sakhi on page 633 that Guru Arjan Dev Ji was active in the 
building of lakes and sent all his devotees to help as workers and it is mentioned in the 
Guru Granth Sahib that in a time to come this city shall be the center of business and 
every year on DeepMaala and Besakhi, millions of rupees shall come to this city. About 
the foundations of the city, it is mentioned that on that auspicious day the Guru invited 
all the saints and pious people. Hazrat Mian Mir Lahori placed the first brick of the city, 
which the builders later thought of being wrongly setup and fixed it according to the 
rules. Upon this the Guru said that this place shall be ruined and then shall be in stability 
thereafter. Thus it is written in history that with the arrival of Ahmad Shah Abdali in 
1818 CE and again in 1984 CE with the initiation of Operation Blue Star the durbar got 
destroyed completely and became populated once again. 



Guru Arjan Dev Ji guided all of his devotees and Sikhs to go and settle in Amritsar and 
increase the population of the city. He went to the town of Goindval to visit the 
residences of his ancestorssince his elder brother was envious of him, so to escape his 
mischief he had to change his place of residence. Upon passing by Chohla Sahib and in 
the surroundings of Kharaam, he stayed at that place. After observing the water and air 
of the area he bought some of the land from the rulers of the area and laid the 
foundations of the town of Tarn Taran. Later, he had a lake dug out in that town as well. 
When the bricks for the lake were ready, the ruler of the time who was Amiruddin bin 
Nooruddin, upon the persuasion of Prithi Chand, used those bricks for the building of his 
own motel. Upon this the Guru proclaimed that in a time to come these same bricks 
would be returned and used for the building of the lake. Thus, in 1823 CE, Sardar Budh 
Singh along with Faizullah Pura and Sardar Jan Singh Ram Garhia in his government got 
the motel of Nooruddin demolished and used the same bricks in the building of the lake. 
After that, the lake got erected from all the sides during the tenure of Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh and Kanvar Nau Nahal Singh. A Gurdwara was also built by the name of Manji 
Sahib, which had beautiful paintings and designs. On the last day of every month 
thousand of people travel there for bathing, but in the year there are two such months 
in which the festival is celebrated with much more valor; namely, Chet and Bhadon in 
which thousands of worshippers offer charity. 

At that time, the fourth Mughal emperor, Nur-ud-din Jahangir, ruled the Indian 
subcontinent. At the time of his tenure the Sikh community had ballooned in population 
to such an extent that it had taken the shape of a nation of its own and had its own 
identity. The Sikh peoples' honesty and their serious mindedness spread in the land and 
people from all over came to witness it and many of the visitors became faithful 
devotees of Guru Nanak Dev. Guru Arjan Dev Ji, who was a literate and educated man, 
started to collect the writings of his predecessor Gurus and initiated the process to 
compile the Granth Sahib into the form of a book. 

The Sikhs did not have a religious scripture before him and therefore he compiled the 
Guru Granth Sahib. Since this Guru was very wise and forward thinking, he thought that 
whatever preachers and prophets had come to this world had used a religious scripture 
to strengthen their community by making them adopt its teachings. A scripture is the 
root of the religion like Prophet Moses, Prophet Jesus and Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) 
with the Glorious Qur'an. All these prophets have tried to prove their religion through 
divine revelation and make the book binding on the followers. Like this. Guru Arjan also 
got inspired and thought: Guru Arjan! The sayings that used to be preached by Guru 
Nanak Dev Sahib and his successors merely used to be my sayings. Thus, Guru Nanak 
Sahib gave a speech to the people of Aimanabad that "you should understand just like 
what the Lord says to me". Therefore, Guru Arjan prepared a book called Granth Sahib 
by collecting all the sayings of Guru Nanak by the reading of which the layman may gain 
benefit. Consequently, Guru Arjan Dev Sahib started gathering the sayings of the Gurus 
who were his predecessors. The previous publications were present in the town of 
Goindval with Mohan Das who was the son of Guru Ram Das Sahib; these publications 
were brought to Amritsar on the order of Guru Arjan. To the east of the lake in Amritsar 



is the place where they were written down and that place is now famous as Ram Sar. 

The Sukhamni Sahib and Jap Ji Sahib wereauthored. When this book of salvation was 
completed he started to collect all the sayings of the previous Gurus that he could find 
and sat inside a tent to start compiling the Guru Granth Sahib, he would speak and 
outside the tent his Bhai Gurdas Ji would write. After having mentioned the hymns and 
melodies of the previous Gurus he wrote down the hymns of the devotees because 
every word and hymn since every Guru had used the pseudonym of the respectable 
Guru Nanak Sahib, that is why for the sake of identification, whenever the authorship of 
one Guru starts, as the author goes further it is written down for identification about it 
being Mehla 1, Mehla 2, Mehla 3, Mehla 4, Mehla 5 etc. And if there was some 
authorship of devotees it was mentioned separately along with their names. 

In the Muhaqqiq Ain Al Haqq Risalah Khojj Lahore Number 12-4 it is mentioned that the 
author of the religious book of the Sikhs, the Guru Balas, has said about Hazrat Shah 
Hussain (R.A) that in the days when Guru Arjan was compiling the Guru Granth Sahib in 
Amritsar; Kahana Bhagat, Peeloo Bhagat and Hazrat Shah Hussain (R.A) were present in 
Lahore. After hearing about the Guru, all four of these sages went to Amritsar to meet 
with him and the Guru met with all of them individually and heard the words of each of 
the sages. Hazrat Shah Hussain said the following: "Bolan Di Aithay Ja Na Hay. Chup Vay 
Aria Chup Kar Ja Vay" This saying is mentioned in the religious book Guru Balas that was 
completed thereafter during the time of Guru Hargobind Ji. His elders and previous 
Gurus' sayings were made a part of this and published along with his own sample of 
words. He gathered all the sayings and made Bhai Gurdas Ji responsible for writing it all 
down. It was the year of 1604 CE that Bhai Gurdas Ji converted the sayings into the form 
of a complete book and presented it to Guru Arjan Dev Ji in the darbar of Harmandir 
Sahib. Baba Buddha was given the order to recite from the Guru Granth Sahib. This way, 
that day became the day that the first Prakash occurred and Baba Buddha became the 
first Granthi. Granth Sahib's parts started to be recited in the form of music and in a 
melodious voice. In 1661 CE equaling 551 of the Nanakshahi calendar, the Guru Granth 
Sahib was completed with "mundadni" name and words. Mundadni means seal/stamp. 
Even thought the Guru Granth Sahib had ended with the seal, the reciting scholar-poets 
publications of 91 years, which are mentioned in "Madho Anl Pothi". A believer brought 
it in the presence of the Guru, which was attached due to his belief. The Guru sent a Sikh 
named Banu to Lahore to get the get the volume created for the Guru Granth Sahib. 
Bani, without the permission of the Guru, got another copy made of the book, which 
had a few additions words of the Guru within it. For this reason, the Guru addressed this 
version as the salty one and the one written by Bhai Gurdas was referred to as the 
sweet version of the book. 

The Granth Sahib written by Bhai Gurdas Ji is currently in possession of the Sodhi people 
in Kartarpur whereas the Guru Granth Sahib prepared by Bhai Banu is in the district of 
Mangat in Shraraqur and is in the custody of the descendants of Bhai Banu. Thereafter, 
all Sikhs were given the order carefully read the Sri Guru Granth Sahib for the following 
of their religion as well as for their worldly benefit. All Sikhs now began to read the book 



with due respect and believing and worshipping it, rather, they used to place the Guru 
Granth Sahib with someone who would die in order to help him in the hereafter. 



Shri Guru Arjan Dev Ji is sitting beside Bhai Gurdas Ji and making him write 
the Guru Granth Sahib at Darbar Sahib Amratsar India . 


The reverence for the Sri Guru Granth Sahib by the Sikhs is to such an extent that, in 
1888 CE, Maharaja Ranjit Singh ordered it to be brought from Lahore with great dignity 
for viewing, he gave 1 rupee as offering and fixed 11 rupees for a Karah Parshad for the 
yearly offering. After sending the book back he also dedicated 50 thousand rupees 
worth of land and again when in 1916 CE the head of the state of Patiala ordered to 
book to be brought, he gave 1 rupee as offering along with 5 rupees per day for 
KarahParshad which continued till one year. When it departed he allocated 700 rupees 
worth of land for it every year. On the event of Besakhi this Guru Granth Sahib is openly 
displayed to the public, but if someone wants to view the book on a normal day he has 
to offer 100 rupees as KarahParshad. 

Special arrangements were made for this and moreover, Sikhs were given regular 
benefits and through the tireless work of Guru Arjan Dev Ji the teachings and sayings of 
Guru Nanak Dev Ji were learned by heart by his followers and preserved in their minds 
with clarity. An organization took place in the Sikh people and it came into an orderly 
form. The Sikh community gained such an increase in importance during the reign of 
Guru Arjan Dev Ji that the Guru received gifts and presents from Sindh, Dera Jat, 
Peshawar, Kashmir, Kabul, Kandahar, Maloh, Hindustan etc., and from all four corners. 
There also came a lot of offering from Kohistan-e-Haripur, Chanba, Skeet Mandi etc. and 



over there the Guru had also started a public service. That is, the /ongoralways used to 
be warm and whoever came did not return empty-handed. The money that was saved 
after serving that Icmgar was used in the building of houses and lakes etc. The 
GuruBazar in Amritsar was also made during this time. The GuruSahib gained lot of rise 
due to his intellect, praise and luck. Everyone used to respect him to a great extent. 

The Guru expanded the initial town of Amritsar and made the lakesturdier. He made 
another lake in the expanded region on which the first brick was laid by the hands of 
Hazrat Mian Mir (R.A). Hazrat Mian Mir (R.A) himself came from Lahore to Amritsar on 
the invitation of Guru Arjan Dev Ji and laid the basis for this sacred lake, which is these 
days referred to as the Golden Temple. It is a example of the ever-living Sikh-Muslim 
Friendship. 

Guru Arjan Dev Ji married on the 23 rd of Barr to Ganga, who was the daughter of Krishan 
Chand. In her womb was the sixth Guru, Guru Hargobind born. She also expressed her 
desire to the GuruSahib that the series of Gurus should continue through her son. He 
smiled and replied that he did not think of it that way. 

He said: "Even then, if you still have this desire then you must go to our families elder, 
Bhai Buddha Sahib, who is the remnant of our elders and appeal to him regarding your 
desire". The Mai went to Bhai Buddha Sahib's residence with her request sitting on her 
ride with great grandeur. The residence was in Haeer district, a distance of 8 miles from 
Amritsar. Bhai Buddha busy in the worship of God during this time. 

When he suddenly heard the noise of a crowd he asked what the matter was. The 
people told him that Mai Ganga Sahiba has arrived and the Bhai also arrived there. After 
seeing her he said: "Is everything alright? It seems as if Guru Arjan has been defeated (in 
battle). Go and rest, if God wills he shall be safe." After hearing this, the Mai got 
embarrassed and returned from there. 

After Guru Arjan Dev Ji heard the entire event he got unhappy and said that "the person 
is a saint of God, if he wills the wish shall surely come true. Whatever he has said with 
his tongue shall come to pass. This is due to your foolishness and desires that you went 
to ask for a child and brought back a calamity instead." 

"Going to him with such valor was not something proper; if you want some benefit from 
him you must go to him with dignity and like the paupers, alone and bare-footed with 
some "Loss/and M/ss/7?ot/which he likes. Take that with you and when he has done 
eating you must express your desire. If God wills you shall achieve what you intend to 
gain". After listening to this, the Mai cried all night and at the break of dawn she set out 
to the Bhai's residence with the Lassi etc. and placed the Parshad in front of him in 
accordance with what Guru Arjan Dev Ji had instructed, which Bhai Buddha accepted 
with happiness and then asked the reason for her visit. She explained the matter and 
the events that had occurred and expressed the wish to have a son. He said that you 



should not worry; such a son shall be born to you by whom the name of Baba Nanak 
Dev Ji shall be remembered till eternity. Other than God worshipping saints, all the poor 
and the rich shall come to him. Hearing this good news, she came back happily back to 
Amritsar to the Guru. With the power of God, that same day she got expectant of a 
child. 

After 9 months of pregnancy had passed the brother of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, who was very 
envious of the Guru Sahib, attacked Amritsar along with Chandu Lai and an army of 
Afghans to kill Guru Arjan. Arjan Dev Ji could not overcome this army and so he escaped 
to the district of Dawali with a group of other people. Prithi Chand searched everywhere 
but in vain and in the end they wretch went back; the Pathan leader got killed on the 
way. The day this event occurred and the GuruSahib took refuge in district Dawali, was 
the same day that Gobind Sahib was born in the house of Mai Ganga. Sikhs hold the 
belief that both of Bhai Buddha Sahib's words came true simultaneously; that is, the 
GuruSahib got attacked and a child was born to him. Even today many couples that do 
not have children pray to Baba Buddha Sahib and get children as a result. 

The relationship deteriorated between Guru Arjan Dev Ji and the Finance Minister for 
the Mughal emperor Jahangir in Lahore, Chandu Lai. Chandu Lai wanted his daughter to 
get married to Guru Arjan's son, but the Guru refused this to which Chandu Lai intended 
to scare the Guru through his political powers. He used to complain to the emperor 
about the refusal of the Guru. Coincidentally, Wazir Khan of Lahore (whose mosque is 
still present adjacent to the Delhi Gate) was present and said that if he is guaranteed his 
life he may say that these allegations are baseless. Guru Arjan is a pious, worshipper, 
ascetic and a man of God. I am personally aware of his state of affaris since I had an 
increase in my stomach disease to such an extent that I could not sit upright anymore 
and this illness was not going away. Then, with Faqeer Mian Mir's advice I went in the 
presence of Guru Arjan and at that time the Guru was supervising the building of a lake. 
My servants took me out of the sedan and placed me at the feet of the GuruSahib. Then 
Guru Arjan Dev Ji ordered a Sikh named Baba Buddha, who was digging the dirt like 
servants, to bless this person. He quietly went and emptied his cart of mud constantly. 
Then the Guru gave me some KarahParshad, due to which I was instantly cured and 
became one of his devotees. And at the nighttime when a Sikh recited from the 
Sukhamni Sahib, I got really cheerful due to it. Moreover, I took that Sikh along with him 
after seeking permission from the GuruSahib. I listen to that Bani from him uptil today 
Emperor, I found him a possessor of miracles. The Emperor did not believe in Chandu's 
words after Nawaz Wazir Khan's statement 

In the same days the son of the emperor Jahangir, Prince Khusrau, revolted against his 
father and passed through Amritsar while making his way towards Lahore and stayed 
with Guru Arjan DevJi in Amritsar. The Guru, acting as a host, showed great hospitality 
towards him. Later, Khusrau passed through Amritsar and attacked Lahore and in those 
days the Guru used to pray in the favor of Khusrau. Chandu Lai once again complained 
to the emperor regarding the Guru that this person calls himself anascetic and yet he 



has many disciples and he even possesses his own army and treasury. 
Keeping such a person unrestrained is not beneficial for the kingdom and 
he is also part of your son Khusrau's revolt, Molvi Ghulam Ali Sahib author 
of Muhoyyt Aazom Wo Boston Mozahib Woghero mentions regarding his 
death that Prince Khusrau escaped from the Sultanate and reached to 
Amritsar where he gave some money and prayed to God to grant the 
throne in his favor. The emperor came under the influence of Chandu Lai. 
He summoned the Guru and entrusted him to Chandu Lai. Later, Chandu 
took the Guru to his home and forced him to accept his daughter's affinity. 
Chandu imprisoned the Guru in his mansion and tried to make the Guru 
accept his proposal and he would give him hardships and punishments for 
refusing. The Gururemained in severe pain while in the imprisonment of 
Chandu and eventually one day requested that he wants to bathe in the 
River Ravi, which was fulfilled. 

It is written in JonomSokhisuthored by Bhai Bhala Sahib on page 650 that 
when Prince Khusrau was arrested in Afghanistan and imprisoned by the 
order of the emperor, Chandu Lai was the Moderator of the Court of 
Lahore. He took the opportunity and complained to emperor Jahangir, as 
was his habit, and said that the Guru was one of the helpers of Prince 
Khusrau and wanted him to be the emperor. Hearing this the emperor was 
furious and ordered the Guru to be summoned. When this order reached 
the Guru he understood that he had only a number of days left and that he 
must hand the throne to Guru Hargobind. For this he reached Lahore with 
five other people. Chandu handed over the Guru to the emperor along with 
Bhai Badhi Chand, Bhai Sahlo, Bhai Pira, and Bhai Jeetha. The Emperor 
Jahangir, after seeing the Guru as someone of an angelic nature, exclaimed 
that he was not at all like he had been told! Then upon the further 
instigation of Chandu the emperor said to the Guru that you have helped 
our enemy with a sum of five thousand rupees therefore you must 
compensate for this by depositing an fine of two lakh rupees into the Royal 
Treasury or else you shall lose your life. 

When the emperor gave the order of the fine the Sikhs thought of 
depositing it instantly, but the Guru did not give them permission and 
instead proclaimed that whoever shall deposit money for my release shall 
go out of the folds of Sikhism as well as being a big sinner. The Guru replied 
to the emperor that us paupers do not posses any wealth save for the 



name of God and neither did we give such a sum to Prince Khusrau. Some 
enemy must have mentioned a false statement to you. Upon hearing this 
emperor handed over Guru Arjan Sahib to Chandu. 

Chandu Lai separated the Guru from his friends and showed him as his 
guest outwardly whilst taking him to his Red Mansion located in Mochi 
Gate. He imprisoned the Guru there and expressed his previous desire once 
more. 

Again when the Guru obeyed the wicked Chandu, that evil character 
ordered raw, fresh cow skin to be brought and then ordered the Guru to sit 
in it in order that he may sew it. Then, when he was ready to sew it the 
Guru said that today he wishes to go and bathe in the River Ravi and then 
whatever happens afterwards shall be dealt with. At this, he sent the Guru 
off under the supervision of his servants to the River Ravi for bathing which 
used to flow below the Bridge Fort, Lahore. After bathing there he recited 
the Jap Ji Sahib and left this world. Guru Arjan passed away from this 
temporary abode at the age of 43 on the fourth of Jeth Shudi 1663, 
accordingly which is 137 Nanak Shahi, 1035 Hijri and 1606 CE. A memorial 
of his, adjacent to the Lahore Fort, is present till date. 

Guru Gobind Ji along with a few Sikhs placed a mark in that place. Later on 
it was Ranjit Singh who had a magnificent Gurdwara constructed on that 
spot. Guru Arjan Dev Ji was the first martyr of the Sikh religion after whom 
the Sikhs got the enthusiasm to make sacrifices. Bhai Gurdas has written 
the Gayan Ratnavli, which is a famous book of the Sikh Religion; in it are the 
greatness and virtues of Guru Arjan Dev Ji. 



The Monuments of Guru Arjan Dev Ji in 
Lahore 


The Court House of Guru Arjan Dev Ji 

This courthouse was present in Chuna Mandi in interior Lahore. This place was also 
known as Dharam Shala Guru Ram Das. Within this complex was the courthouse of Guru 
Arjan Dev Ji, where he stayed for a while. The ancestors of Guru Ram Das were all from 
Lahore. When Guru Ram Das went to Amritsar as a devotee of Guru Angad, his relatives 
all used to live in Lahore. Therefore, when the brother of Guru Ram Das, Sahari Mil, got 
his son married he also invited Guru Ram Das. Guru Ram Das could not make it to 
Lahore himself but he sent his brilliant son Guru Arjan, and he apprised him not to 
return before his father calls him back. Thereafter Guru Arjan Dev Ji began living in that 
courthouse; he did not get called back for quite some time. Guru Arjan Dev Ji wrote two 
letters to his father, which the Guru's brother would keep and not forward to his father 
since he was envious of his brother Arjan Dev Ji. He did not want Arjan to get too close 
to his father. Then when he wrote a letter the third time and made it reach Guru Ram 
Das through a special way. Guru Ram Das called Guru Arjan back immediately. All of 
these letters were written in this courthouse, and the Guru had stayed in this 
courthouse throughout that period of time. It is mentioned in Tehqeeqat Chisti that 
Guru Ram Das once sent Guru Arjan Dev Ji to Lahore and kept Prithi Chand in Amritsar 
for his own service. Prithi Chand did not let any letter of Guru Arjan's reach Guru Ram 
Das, so that the Guru may not call Guru Arjan back due to one of the letters. So, after 
Guru Arjan had spent a long time in Lahore, he sent father Guru Ram Das a letter that 
was as follows: 

My heart longs for the sight of the Guru, that is, it feels sorrow. Like the poppy, the 
thirst does not quench and there is no tranquility without having seen you. May I be 
sacrificed and be ransom for the sight of my Guru who is a great saint. 

The Guru wrote this letter and handed it over to one of his Sikhs to carry it to Amritsar. 
When the Sikh reached Amritsar he handed over the letter to Guru Arjan's brother. His 
brother put the letter in his pocket instead of handing it over to Guru Ram Das due to 
his envy. He thought that his father might see the love and longing of Guru Arjan and 
call the Guru to himself. After sometime when he did not get a response the Guru wrote 
another letter towards Guru Ram Das, which was like this: 

Your face is beautiful. 

From this mouth comes out great saintly poetry. 


That city in which you have inhabited. 



Dear friend, which you are instead of God, 


Maroor is the name of Krishcm; this is due to the fact that he once killed a demon named 
Moray, 

May I be sacrificed by my heart and soul to you my dear Krishan! 

(Majh Mehla 5, Chupday Ghara, Page No. 96) 



The Court House of Guru Arjan Dev Ji at Chuna Mandi Lahore 
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This letter, like the previous one, was taken to Prithi Chand via one a Sikh. When he did 
not receive a reply once again. Guru Arjan asked his Sikh with utmost worry as to why 
he does not receive any reply. "Perhaps the letter did not reach the Guru'?" The Sikh 
replied that my master, I handed over the letter to your brother Prithi Chand each time, 
as he is in charge of that place. Only God knows whether he gives the letter to his father 
or not after that. Guru Arjan had this usual practice that he would always write a 
number on the letter that he used to write. This time he wrote his third letter and called 
the same Sikh and ordered him to hand this letter himself in the hands of Guru Ram Das 
Ji, which he did. It was as follows: 

If you did not meet me for sometime it would be like the judgment day has come. 

Now when shall you meet me my beloved, 

I do not get any sleep without having sighted the GuruDarbar. 

(Rahao) Page No. 96-97 


When the Sikh handed over this letter to Guru Ram Das Ji in his dorbar, he felt really 
happy. This was until he saw on the title of the letter the number 3, which meant that 
Guru Arjan had sent two letters before this that had not reached him. To this he thought 
that his son Prithi Chand must have been involved in this in some way. He replied to the 
letter stating that he should come to him. Thereafter Guru Arjan reached Amritsar as 
soon as he could. When they met. Guru Ram Das exclaimed: My Son! The letters you 
sent before did not reach us. If you know the reason for them not reaching us then state 
it. Guru Arjan said that his Sikh handed over the letters to Prithi Chand each time. When 
Guru Ram Das inquired from Prithi Chand regarding the letters he denied immediately. 
To this Guru Arjan said that a Sikh should be sent to Prithi Chand's home and a certain 
shirt, which is in a certain place, should be brought. So, the Sikh brought that shirt, in 
the pocket of which were the previous two letters. The Guru proclaimed those letters 
openly in the darbar and praised the great phrases and said that apparently there does 
not seem to be confrontation in any remark in this, maybe it has such a secretive tone 
to it that your wit could not grasp it. To this Prithi Chand was very ashamed. 

After this. Guru Ram Das, on the suggestion of Bhai Buddha Ji; who used to throne every 
Guru himself, made Guru Arjan the Guru and said that you are worthy of being a Guru in 
every respect. Since your speech is like the previous Gurus, these three letters are like 
the stairways to the heavens. Prepare a fourth stairway; that is, a fourth letter like this 
so that until the Day of Judgment these become known as the four puris. Puri means 
stairs in Punjabi. Guru Arjan Dev Ji made this fourth puri at that time. 

Good luck that the Guru's had us meet the saint, 

Parbh; that is, we found the pious eliminated at home. 

The service we did was accepted, I do not want to be separated for a moment any 
longer, 

Arjan, the person of Nanak, is your slave. 

(Mehla 5, Rahao) 

It has been the rule in all of the Sikh religions' Gurus that whenever they made an 
authorship they used to place Guru Nanak Dev's name at the end. After this Guru Ram 
Das Ji made his son Guru Arjan Dev Ji sit on the Guru's throne and himself left for district 
Gobindwal, adjacent to Tran Taran and passed away there at the age of 49. His 
memorial was constructed near Guru Amr Das Ji's encampment but it flowed into the 
river's water because it was his order that his memorial should not be built. 

Prithi Chand was enflamed in jealousy after Guru Ram Das succeeded the throne to 
Guru Arjan Dev Ji. Even to the extent that before the demise of Guru Ram Das Sahib he 
had taken control over all his money and material wealth and was not ready for a 



compromise. Then he had occupied all of Guru Ram Das Sahib's large and small langar 
materials. Prithi Chand was incharge of the places of langar during the time of Guru 
Ram Das Ji. Guru Arjan's langar had such a shortage that for many days all they would 
survive on was roasted chickpeas. One day by chance Bhai Gurdas Ji came and he also 
got served with chickpeas and bread. Seeing the condition of the Guru Sahib's 
langar they were sorrowful. Then on the occasion of the Mela DeepMala, along with 
Baba Buddha Ji and Bhai Shalo Ji etc. they sat there at Peeli Sahib where the Sikhs used 
to often pass by and informed them of the ground realities. When the Sikhs got to know 
of the reality they were inclined towards the Guru Sahib. Offerings amounting to 1000 
rupees were gathered and sent to the Guru. A lot of people started coming to Guru 
Arjan. 

Then Prithi Chand bribed Sulhi Khan, who was the ruler of the province at that time, and 
made him his helper. After that Prithi Chand filed a case against the GuruSahib. This 
case was heard in the court of Emperor Akbar, to which Akbar decided that whosoever 
has got whatever status by their father cannot be abrogated. 

After that in 1668 CE when Akbar came to Lahore in the town of Batala and district 
Gurdaspur, Chandu Lai told him that the book that Guru Arjan had authored includes a 
lot of blasphemy towards the religion of Islam and the messengers of God have been 
blasphemed. Hence the emperor called Guru Arjan Sahib along with the Guru Granth 
Sahib. He could not make it there due to some reason so he sent Bhai Gurdas Ji, Bhai 
Buddha Ji and his Sikhs along with the Guru Granth Sahib. The emperor ordered the 
Guru Granth Sahib to be opened and to be read from a place; these shabad were 
recited: 

Translation: The Lord has created this world with day and light. The sky, earth, trees and 
water are all created by him and to forget the Lord with worldly desires is like eating 
dead meat. Just like Satanic spirits destroy a person and eat up men, every person 
should control his desires otherwise his chastisement is hell. When you shall leave this 
world no one shall come to your aid. Only the pure Lord knows what is in my destiny? 
When Izraeel (angel of death) shall come to eradicate this land what good deed shall 
you perform? The order of God shall surely come to pass. (Nanak) my request as a slave 
is only to your (Lord's)presence. (Rag Tilang) 

At this the wretch Chandu Lai did not feel ashamed. He said: "Your majesty, idol worship 
has been regarded greatly in this book." The emperor himself flipped a page and 
commanded the book to be read from there. These shabad were read: 

Translation: You cannot see the Lord who resides in your heart and you hang idols 
around your neck. The infidel who does not believe in one God stirs up water and 
eventually dies in his own deceit. That idol that you call God shall be in ruins along with 
you. Oh thankless sinner! This boat made of rocks shall not get you across the river. 
Nanak instructs to meet the Guru who guided me to the Lord who lives in water, 
landand the lowest part of the Earth as well as in the heavens. (Sohi, Shabad Raag Maru) 



When the emperor heard the meaning of this he thought of the complainers as merely 
envious and regarded the Guru Granth Sahib as a true authorship; he also gave 51 gold 
coins as an offering to the Granth Sahib and an expensive robe for Guru Arjan Sahib, he 
sent back Baba Buddha Ji and Bhai Gurdas Ji and said that he would gain the honor of 
meeting the Guruwhen returning from Lahore. 

After listening to this the face of the enemies turned white with horror. Due to shame 
their hearts fell in doubt. They were damned and cursed from all over. When the 
emperor went from Lahore towards the state of Deccan he travelled through Amritsar in 
1662 CE and went personally to meet Guru Arjan Sahib. Seeing his mystical, 
unparalleledand luminous appearance he was greatly impacted. Maseehan Stad Dahlo 
and Nado etc. were the famous qawwals of the time. Experiencing magical music along 
with the splendor of the lake made him extremely pleased- 

The Emperor became his devotee after hearing such unbiased sayings of his and gave a 
lot of material wealth; he said that the Guru should do him some service. The Guru 
therefore got all of the Punjab's tax exempted during the year of famine. Also, he gave 
the order of distributing a lot of food and clothing to the poor. That was the day that 
Guru Arjan's eminence had become famous throughout the kingdom. 



The Court House of Guru Arjan Dev Ji at Chuna Mandi Lahore 
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This Courthouse'splace is immensely beneficial for the Sikhs. In Maharaja Ranjit Singh's 
tenure, Maharani Nakain Kaur was bestowed with Prince Kharak Singh over here, in the 
happiness of which he ordered this place to be constructed. Sikhs pilgrims who would 
come to see Guru Nanak Dev Ji's place of birth would all gather here and walk on foot 
up till there before the creation of Pakistan. Which is mentioned in the Lahore 
Corporations record number N2143. From 1927 until 1947 the Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak committee was in charge of it. Now the Department of Matroka Waqf Imlak 
is managing it. Now only one area of it has residence while the rest of the building has 
collapsed. There are four shops and some land in Rana Town, Shahdara under the 
nameof the Gurdwara. There used to be the Gurdwara Bhai Khuda Singh near it but 
there stands a plaza in its place today and there is an ongoing case in the Lahore High 
Court regarding it. 

Gurdwara Baoli Sahib 


On the entrance gate there are two inscriptions in Gurumukhi Punjabi whereas at the 
back the dome of the Sunehri Masjid are also visible. This place is near Dabi Bazar and 
Rang Mehal. This place also holds religious significance for Sikhs. During the tenure of 
Jahangir a Pathan Soldier gave his wallet as a trust to Pathan Hindu by the name of 
Chajoo Bhagat who was a goldsmith by profession. It was early in the morning and the 
Scribe had not come yet, Chajoo put the wallet inside his chest box and forgot about it. 
When the Pathan returned after a few days of travel and request for his wallet, Chajoo 
denied it. The Pathan went to the Judge and filed a case against him but the Pathan lost 
due to there being no witnesses. One day while cleaning his shop Chajoo found that 
wallet and he went back to the Pathan and apologized, the Pathan returned it to him 
saying that he has already lost the lawsuit so this is not mine anymore. Therefore both 
of them went in the presence of Guru Arjan Dev Ji and presented their case. When Guru 
Arjan realized that both the parties were not agreeing to take the wallet. Guru Arjan had 
a well made near Rang Mehal for the people with the consent of both parties; as well as 
a Langar Khaana next to this well. During the reign of Shah Jahan; the time of the 
seventh Guru, Guru Har Rai, there was a dispute between him and he judge upon which 
it was decided upon the emperors order that the well and all of the building should be 
handed to the government. Later, some of the Langar Khaana's place was used to 
construct a Masjid. Maharaja Ranjit Singh restored this well and named lands after it as 
well as fixing an annual allowance for it. Sikhs consider this place to be immensely 
sacred. The holy book of the Sikhs, the Guru Granth Sahib, was wrapped in a covering 
and placed here. The famous historian Iqbal Qaisar in his book 

“PakistanWichSikhanDiyanTawarikhiTayPotarThawan" has also made mention of this. 
Bhai Balanay writes about this in the book he authored called JanamSakhi on page 645 
that after leaving Tran Taran, we arrived in Lahore, whilst viewing and preaching along 
the way. We had a well constructed near the Rang Mehal after getting some amount of 
money from a Sikh over there. In those days Sheikh Bhaili Shah, who was considered as 
a Waliullah by Prince Dara Shako,came along with Shah Inayat Qadri, Hazrat Shah 




Memorial Gateway of Baoli Sahib at Lahore 

Hussain and Chajoo Bhagatas thesedenz/shcame to meet him. They were talking with 
eachother regarding the recognition of God as well as his oneness. Guru Arjan was very 
pleased after hearing their ideas and poetry. News of his superiority reached the ruler 
Hassan Khan; he came along with a few wealthy people in the presence of the Guru and 
asked many questions. He finally asked the Guru to state something from his own 
tongue for to guide him to salvation. At that time the Guru said these shabad : 

Oh wise person of wealth! Think within your heart that when the love for the real 
benevolent one God shall enter your heart and soul, you shall be set free from the 
prison of this world and you shall attain salvation. View only the merciful Lord with your 
eyes, who is without form and is the absolute owner. His might is without a limit, the 
new word of myself, you are the only brave. My Lord! The all-powerful and the creator, 
Nanak has only your shelter. 

After hearing these words the ruler Hassan Khan along with his wealthy companions and 
ministers felt tranquil. They repented from prejudice and oppression and started to deal 
with justice. Moreover, their heart and soul became devotees and believers and they 
also helped construct the well. 

After departing from LahoreGuru Arjan Dev Ji reached Dera Nanak Sahib where Baba Sri 
Chand Sahib used to be busy in the worship of God, the Guru cheered him up. During 
the conversation Sri Chand asked Guru Arjan Dev Ji as to why he had increased his 


beards length to such an extent to which he replied instantly that it was to wipe the dirt 
off the feet of such elderly people such as you. He became extremely happy after 
hearing this and said that Guru Arjan Dev! These are your sayings due to which you have 
achieved Guruship. Guru Arjan replied to this by saying that it is you who has given me 
this Guruship. Later, after departing from there and touring multiple other places, the 
Guru returned to Amritsar. 

Kanhilal Hindi has mentioned an event regarding this in his Tarikh e Lahore on page 
number 111 that this place of worship is famous among the Sikhs. This is a place of 
worship. This well has been created by the fifth successor of the Sikh religion. Guru 
Arjan Dev Ji, during the rule of Emperor Jahangir. The reason for making it was that 
there was a person who was also a Sikh; his house was at the place of this well's 
location. He sold it to a woman for 300 rupees, the woman wanted to have the house 
demolished and have a new one made instead of it. When she got the land dug up, a 
spinning wheel, bread-maker and a bed were recovered from the basement. The 
woman thought that keeping these items would be an act of greed. She thought that 
these items are the property of that person who sold this house to her; therefore she 
called that Sikh and said that these items have been excavated from your land; perhaps 
they belongto one of your elders who may have buried them, you should take these. 

The Sikh refused and said that he has already sold this house to her. When the land has 
been sold then whatever is within the land has also been sold, these materials are not 
my right and you should keep them. This caused a difference between the two of them 
and the case reached the judge. Due to the bizarre nature of the case it finally reached 
the governor. The emperor was pleased due to the honesty of both the parties and gave 
the order that since the house belonged to a Sikh of Guru Arjan therefore the items 
should be sent to him so that he may use them for a charitable purpose. When the 
matter reached Guru Arjan Dev Ji he commanded that the items should be used to 
construct a well for the people, when the news reached the woman she went in the 
presence of the Guru and pleaded to him that she will leave that house so that he may 
construct the well in its place. Guru Arjan Dev Ji accepted her appeal and this current 
well was constructed due to the same items that were excavated and appointed a Sikh 
named Nagahia along with four other Sikhs to protectthe well. The Guru himself also 
used to stay at this place sometimes. To the South of this well was a house on one side 
of Kaseerah Bazar where the langar of Guru Arjan Dev Ji used to take place; this house 
was also among the property of the other house with the well. This situation remained 
like this until both Guru Arjan Dev Ji and Jahangir passed away from this temporary 
abode. The rule of Shah Jahan came alongwith Guru Hargobind's Guruship who was the 
successor of Guru Arjan. He became enemies with not just the Judge of Lahore but with 
the emperor as well. 

What happened was that one of Shah Jahan's pet falcons flew away and one of Guru 
Hargobind's Sikh caught it and brought it to the Guru. Shah Jahan searched for it a lot 
but he could not find it. The Lahore Judges' bondwoman by the name of Kolas also fled 
to the Guru,\Nho was also not returned. Eventually it was reported and proven that the 



Guru possessed the falcon. Mukhlis Khan, who was an army officer, was sent along with 
soldiers riding horses to Amritsar. Guru Hargobind fought against him. Mukhlis Khan 
was killed and his horse riders fled from there. Guru Hargobind left from Amritsar after 
this skirmish; at this time whatever property he possessed in Lahore was confiscated 
and handed over to the Qazi. A part of which were this well and the LangarKhacma as 
well which the Qazi kept due to his personal enmity. He had a Masjid constructed in- 
place of that LangarKhaana and the Sikh who was appointed at the well was killed along 
with his four companions, their bodies were put inside that same well and the well was 
then sealed. Houses were constructed on top of that location and from that day 
onwards the well was completely demolished and a magnificent mosque was 
constructed in place of the LangarKhaana. In the end when the Mughal Dynasty was 
diminishing and Sikh rule was expanding, Maharaja Ranjit Singh now controlled all of the 
area of Punjab. 



Inside View of Bawali Bagh at Rang Mehal Lahore 



It was in the last years of his rule when this well was visible once again. The reason was 
such that in 1890 CE, Maharaja Ranjit Singh fell critically ill and in this condition an aged 
Sikh came to him and told him that Guru Arjan Maharaj had come in his dream and 
informed him that at such and such place was our well and LangarKhaana which the 
Qazi had demolished. You should inform Maharaja Ranjit Singh to get this well dug and 
bathe in its water so that he may be cured. Some state that the Guru himself came in 
the dream of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and said this to him. When such a statement came 
from the Guru, the place where the Sikh pointed out was dug, lots of houses built on 
that place were demolished and the land was cleared. One section of the Sunehri Masjid 
was also demolished which had been built in replacement of a Langar Khaana. Finally 
the well became evident and the Maharaja bathed in its water andsubsequently got 
cured. He ordered that one-month's worth of salary of all the employees in the empire 
shall be allocated for making a magnificent house. An order was given that all of the 
empires employees' salariesmust be collected which was a total of 70 thousand rupees, 
and this present-day house was constructed with that. 

Kanhilal has mentioned in his Tarikh e Lahore on page 148 that during the time of 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh this well manifested itself once more and it was constructed and 
the Sikhs placed the Guru Granth Sahib here and worship started to take place. One day 
the Sikh attendants and Akalis of the Baoli Sahib gathered and came to the Maharaja 
and said that we do not want Muslims living near our Guru's Temple. The Mulla of the 
masjid gives the Azaan day and night due to which we are troubled which is why they 
should be expelled. The Maharaja gave an order spontaneously and the Mulla was 
expelled from the masjid and the Azaan and Namaz were suspended. The A/ca//sbrought 
the Guru Granth Sahib into the Sunehri Masjid and converted it into a Sikh Temple. Upon 
this the Muslims were displeased and came to the Maharaja's Minister Fakir Azizuddin 
and expressed their concern. To this Fakir had the masjid returned to the Muslims by 
talking to the Maharaja and a new room was constructed for the Guru Granth Sahib 
near the well. 

In a term of 5 years this building was slowly constructed, the construction was yet 
ongoing when Maharaja Ranjit Singh passed away and the construction was 
discontinued. If Maharaja Ranjit Singh had lived for sometime longer this place would 
have been built lavishly. Shops and resting places were made in the area where the 
mosque had been demolished. This place was considered the residence of Baoli Sahib. 
Maharaja Sher Singh handed this place over to Bhai Nahal Singh. He announced a daily 
allowance and 8 thousand rupees annually for this area. After the demise of Bhai Nahal 
Singh this place came under the custody Bhai Jawahar Singh Kartarpooria. The income 
of the shops outside goes to this well. A white-bearded Sikh named Bhai Khazan Singh is 
in charge of looking after this place. The offering for the Granth Sahib is now less than 2 
rupees. If a Sikh gives only a few rupees, Jawahar Singh still accepts it and the attendants 
do not get anything from this. Even so; sweets and pastries that are offered to the Guru 
Granth Sahibare the right of the attendants. 



This magnificent building is in Dabi Bazar, and near Keesra Bazar's Rang Mehal. Towards 
the utensil selling shops, to the west, is this place's beautiful gate through which a 
human can enter whilst riding (an animal). There are posts on either side below the roof 
and to the south is hallway leading to the stairs which lead upstairs into a cellar room. If 
you go ahead of the threshold then there is an open field, which has spooling gates with 
3 cellular rooms each at the back of which are the shops. To the north on the inside are 
the stairways to the lake that is surrounded by old Peepal trees. In front of it is a large 
Banyan tree next to which is the Baoli Sahib. Outside are three hallways, which are 
greatly artistic. To the east of this are cells within which sacks are laid. On these are 
those cushion bearers. In the eastern cell there is a small bed which was laid down, on 
which the Guru Granth Sahib, which was covered in cloth, used to be placed with due 
respect. The gate of Baoli Sahib was specially locked most of the time and was only 
opened in times of need. To the south of the Baoli lake was a well by which the lake 
used to be filled. Most of the people have rented the cells in the complex and locked 
them with their belongings inside the cells. 

After the creation of Pakistan what happened to this place and how it turned into an 
open field cannot be ascertained. Now this is known as the Baoli Bagh. At the entrance 
gate to this well, the shopkeepers have increased their shops, which causes a lot 
difficulty in reaching this place. Under the Walled City of Lahore Authority's Project this 
place shall also be repaired. 


Gurdwara Bhai Buddhu's Kiln 

Near the Engineering University G.T Road (formerly known as the Sikh National College) 
is a graveyard, which is called Qabristan Buddhu Ka Awa. There used to be an open field 
over here at some point in time. During the rule of Mughal Emperor Jahangir there was 
potter name Sidhu who used to have a brick kiln in this place. These bricks were made 
with immense beauty and quality. This is why the buyers of these bricks were rulers, 
ministers and wealthy landlords who would use these to build their exquisite mansions 
and palaces. When Jahangir became emperor the business of Sidhu expanded since 
Jahangir was fond of constructing places. He gave orders for the construction of many 
new buildings in Lahore. Due to their being a lot of workload, Sidhu started many brick 
kilns in Lahore. After Sidhu passed away his son Buddhu started to do Buddhu's work. 

It is famous that during the time of Jahangir, Sidhu's son Buddhu got ordered to make a 
lot of bricks. Work was ongoing in one kiln that was near AN Mardan Khan's tomb in 
Singhpura. Buddhu's employees were busy in making bricks when suddenly a Sufi saint 
Sheikh Abdul Haqq (R.A) came. Since it was during the winter, Buddhu's employees 
continued with their work. That is why, to stay clear from the severity of the cold season 
he (Sheikh Abdul Haqq) went and sat near the kiln so that he may procure some heat 
from it. The employees started making fun of thescruffy looking, engrossed saint. They 



then pushed him out of the place. Whilst leaving he invoked his curse on them that their 
bricks shall never bake again. 



A kiln attributed to Bhai Budhu in Singh pura Lahore Where even 
to this day thousands of bricks are lying uncooked. 


He left after invoking his imprecation. Due to the might of God, after he left, the bricks 
stopped baking. Even after a longer time had passed then what is usually required to 
bake, they observed that the bricks were in their raw form and not even a little bit of 
them was red. When Buddhu was informed of this, he was greatly worried as to this 
obscure occurrence of the bricks not baking. He was responsible for providing the bricks 
for the royal garden. Buddhu requested Guru Arjan Dev Ji by addressing him: "Oh The 
True King, Help me". Guru Arjan Dev Ji informed him of the realities of what had 
transpired and informed him that his employees had disturbed a saint and until and 
unless you do not apologize to him your mistake shall not be forgiven. When he got to 
know that his employees had blasphemed an ascetic and pushed him out of the brick 
kiln and that it was the hermit's curse that was the cause of the events, he reprimanded 
his employees a lot. Then Budddhu came out looking for the dervish and after a lot of 
searching he found him. He fell to his feet and begged for his pardon. Buddhu then 
returned to Guru Arjan Dev Ji and informed him regarding his atonement. Guru Arjan 
Dev Ji said that his half-baked bricks would also be sold for a good price. After that the 
demand for his bricks increased to such an extent that all his bricks were now being sold 


for more than their previous value. Injulibation of this, Buddhu had a Gurdwara 
constructed near his kiln by the name of Guru Arjan, which is famous as Bhai Buddhu Ka 
Gurdwara. This is an immensely concise Gurdwara. 

Munshi Muhammad Din Fauq has written in Maasr Lahore that during Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh's rule the General of the Khalsa Army, General Avitabile, made his residence in 
place of Buddhu's kiln and created a European-style house equal to the kilns height. 
There was also a road constructed leading to the house and passing through the kiln. 
Most people call it Kothi Kuawi Bangla or Awi Bara Dari. General Avitabile used to take 
advice from his army chiefs at this house. When in 1814 at the behest of Raja Dhian 
Singh, Prince Sher Singh came from his stateof Batala to Lahore; he stayed in this house 
on the 4 th of January 1841. This was the place where the supporters and army generals 
of Sher Singh gathered. This was the same place he was given the gun volley salute and 
announced as king. According to TarikhePunjab by Syed Muhammad Lateef, after the 
murder of Maharaja Sher Singh and Raja Dhian Singh, Dhian Singh's son Sardar Hira 
Singh was plotting to avenge his father's blood. Therefore, he gathered all of his army at 
the place of Buddhu's Kiln and delivered a dexterous speech in which he instigated the 
army to avenge his father's iniquitous killing. This speech of Sardar Hira Singh's 
impacted the forces of khalsa to such an extent that each and every soldier was ready to 
slay and be slain. And, Buddhu's Kiln was converted into an Army camp. One hour 
befor emaghrib, Sardar Hira Singh along with his army of 40 thousand men and 100 
canons departed from the Kiln and headed towards the city with the intention of 
attacking it. They invaded the city, defeated the sardars of Sandhanwala and seized 
control. 



General Avitable’s residence near Bhai Budhu's Kiln. The British demolished it 
and created a monument in its place. 


After the end of the Sikh rule Buddhu's kiln was dug and a lot of land was leveled to the 
ground. Kernel H.R Golding writes in Old Lahore on page 83 that during the construction 
of the Mian Mir Camp there was drastic need for bricks to build the barracks for the 
European batch. Therefore, in 1850this Barah Dari and Kiln were demolished and a lot 
of land was cleared. The mansion was also demolished. Even then, the remains of the 
kiln are ever-present. The Department of Ancient Ruins in 1919-1920 at the location of 
General Avitabile's mansion with theAdvisor of Construction of Punjab's Government. 
The British government built a small platform in the memory of General Avitabile and 
erected it in his name, which is present even today in Maqbara Khan, on the way from 
the famous BuddhuKaMaqbara near the Petrol pump. On it the following phrase is 
inscribed: 


"This is the site of BuddhuKa Awa & The House of General Avitabile" 


The land that was gained in 1910 CE was divided into three sections. Adjacent to the kiln 
at Gurdwara Bhai Buddhu is a Muslim graveyard whilst in the other section was a 
Christian graveyard and in the third section was a Hindu crematory ground. The Hindu 
SudharSabha of Pakistan has stated that this place is very ancient. It should be returned 
to the Hindus. The case for it was ongoing in the Lahore High Court and now that section 
is being given to the Hindus. Kanhilal has mentioned this site of the Hindus in his book, 
Tarikh eLahore that this sacred place was one of the famous, ancient sites of worship as 
well as considered as being full of blessing among Hindus. On the fourth night of the 
month of Phagan, a great festival takes place here. A lot of people came from the city 
and used to do puja over here. The foundations for this mandir were laid during the 
time of Emperor Akbar. 

A destroyed well is still present near Maqbara Ali Mardan Khan. Over here thousands of 
bricks are still laying unbaked. It is said that this place was one of the kilns of Buddhu, 
where the saint invoked his imprecation. 



Gurdwara attributed Bhai Budhu inside 0 gate of (JET Lahore on G.T Road now 

converted in School. 


This Gurdwara was the center of Sikhs during its time. Under the Gurdworo Act in 1927, 
this location also came under the administration of the Parbandhak committee. Later in 
1938 when to it's opposite the Sikh National College was constructed; this Gurdwara's 
building was also created marvelously. This Gurdwara is still present inside the 
University Gate on G.T Road where these days a government school is situated. The 
building is extremely beautiful and magnificent. 

It is written in Nuqoosh Lahore Number that the demise of saint Abdul Haqq took place 
during the time of Aurangzeb. Buddhu, due to his devotion, got the saint's grave 
constructed oppositeto the Maqbara Bahadur Khan along with a marvelous tomb as 
well as a garden. Due to the installment of railway lines the garden was later 
demolished and houses were created for the railway officers over here because of 
which this shrine came in between the houses. Today the largest seven-star hotel in 
Pakistan is situated at this location and this shrine is located within its boundaries. 

Buddhu died a few years later and his grave was also made near that of the dervish 
along with 5 additional graves. The ruins of these were visible until 1909 but later on 
due the construction of a state of the art building for the Railway General Store they 
came under its boundaries. A tomb with a Shah Jahan styled dome is present on the 
corner of the G.T road, which has two graves. The dome has artwork on it made with 
sugar, most of which has vanished overtime. To the north of this tomb, 50 steps away, 
the ruins of a well from that same time are apparent. This tomb is now under the 
authority of the Department of Ancient Ruins. The place is called Buddhu's Tomb but 
there is no historical evidencebacking the claim that this tomb is indeed Buddhu's since 
Buddhu was not a Muslim and tombs are only made for Muslims. 



A Tomb attributed Bhai Budhu ji on G.T road Singh Pura Lahore. 


It is mentioned in Tehqeeqat-e-Chishti and Toreekh Lahore by Syed Muhammad Lateef 
regarding this tomb that it belongs to the Governor of Lahore during the tenure of Shah 
Jahan, whose name was Khan Doran Bahadur Nusrat Jang. He was posted over 7 
thousand horse riders. He died in 1643 and was buried in this tomb, whilst Buddhu's kiln 

was near his graveyard. 

Gurdwara Lai Khoh Mochi Gate 


This historical Red Lair is present inside Mochi Darwaza. This historical well was located 
in the mansion of the minister of finance during Jahangir's rule, Chandu Mil (Chandu 
Lai). The mansion was located at this place. The fifth Guru of the Sikh religion. Guru 
Arjan DevJi had a personal enmity with Chandu Mil. It is mentioned in Tehqeeqat-e- 
Chishtion page number 124 regarding this that "the issue between Guru Arjan DevJi and 
Courtier Chandu was that Chandu had a daughter. According to tradition he sent 
Brahmins to Delhi to look for a suitable match for his daughter. Therefore, when those 
Brahmins came to Amritsar to the presence of Guru Arjan Dev Ji they saw the Guru's son 
Gobind Sahib playing nearby. They chose him and returned to Chandu Lai to inform him 
of the affair of things. Chandu Lai said that I am a minister (Wazir) and he is a pauper 
(Faqir). It is not befitting to place the brick of a wastage holeonto a front-facing wall of a 
house. At this they said that he is the son of Guru Arjan, who has thousands of disciples. 
He holds kingship while being a saint. 

At this Chandu said that there is no objection then. We shall make him rich by giving him 
money; you go and talk to him about the matrimony. It was by coincidence that one of 
Guru Arjan's Sikhs was also present in Chandu's court, he informed Guru Arjan about 
the conversation by sending him a letter stating that Chandu Lai shall come to you, it is 
obligatory upon you to reject his proposal for matrimony. When the company reached 
Guru Arjan, he denied their offer. When Chandu Lai got to know of the state of affairs, 
he became an arch nemesis of the Guru. This was the reason Chandu Mil provoked 
Jahangir against the Guru to such an extent that Jahangir, on the suggestion of Chandu 
Mil, summoned Guru Arjan to Lahore and handed him over in the custody of Chandu. 
Chandu imprisoned the Guru in a cell in his mansion where this well was present. Guru 
Arjan Dev Ji used this well for drinking water and bathing. The Guru spent the remainder 
of his life in this mansion and had to face severe castigation. All of Lahore's Sufi saints 
and Sadhus used to come to him to know about his condition. It was to such an extent 
that even Mian Mir (R.A) himself came to meet him and suggested Chandu to fear God 
by saying: OhNefarious! Why do you afflict a saint of God? Even then Chandu did not 
desist and continued to experiment new torture techniques. 

It is written in the GuruGranthSahib that Chandu Lai's daughter-in-law was the daughter 
of one of the Guru's Sikhs. When she got to know that my father-in-law has imprisoned 
the Guru, she found an opportunity and bribed the guards who were appointed to keep 



an eye on the Guru with a few rupees. She then brought a bowl of water with her to 
where the Guru was imprisoned. She went to his presence and fell to his feet, she said: 
“Maharaja\ My father-in-law is a tyrannical person who is giving you such severe 
punishments while I am a Sikhgirl living in his house. My days and nights pass in pain 
thinking about how I shall show my face tomorrow on the Day of Judgment, maybe I 
shall have to face chastisement". Guru Arjan Dev Ji said: "You have no fault in this, 
whatever someone shall do, he shall have to face its consequence as well. Fear not, for 
we are satisfied with you, now tomorrow we shall pass away and soon after that this 
house shall fall into disaster and its inhabitants shall have to face severe torment". The 
poor girl started to cry loudly after hearing this and then pleaded: " Maharaja I Pray that 
I pass away before you so that I attain salvation from thecalamity that shall strike this 
house". The Guru then said: "You shall die tomorrow as well then". The Sikh girl 
returned after hearing this. 



La! Khoi at Lahore 

Gurdwara Lai Kho at Mochi gate Lahore .Picture 1930 

He began to torture him in different ways and a month passed. The torture was to such 
an extent that Chandu used to heat up water in a pot and have him seated in the pot; he 
did not give him food for many days. He used to heat up wood, put a pan on it and force 
the Guru to sit on it. When this news reached the Sikhs they said: “M a ha raj, if you order 
us we shall all invoke a congregational curse upon him". Guru Arjan forbade them from 
doing so and said that this was not feasible, this world only last for a few days. We shall 
bear these pains and leave this world and the stains of notoriousness shall remain on 
Chandu's forehead till the Day of Judgment. My son shall take my revenge from him. 
Intervening in the interests of God is sheer infidelity. When Chandu got tired of trying 
new torture techniques one day he brought a fresh cow skin and said: "Accept what I 
say or else I shall get you sewed inside this skin and killed". To this Guru said: "Let me 
bathe in the Ravi river, we shall accept whatever you say after this". After coming back 
from bathing he lay down on the floor and covered himself with a sheet and passed 


away. Then a few Sikh assistants brought the body on the banks of the river Ravi and 
cremated his body where a dome is currently present. When Guru Hargobind heard of 
this news he vowed to avenge his fathers death from Chandu. 

According to another narration which is present in all Sikh religious books and in 
Tehqeeqat-e-Chishti that when Courtier Chandu got tired of doing a lot of oppression, 
he got a fresh cow skin brought and said that if you obey my command right now it is 
better for you; but if you deny it I shall put you within this and sew this skin and get you 
killed. Guru Arjan Dev Ji requested to bathe one last time in the River Ravi and said that 
after this I shall accept whatever you want of me. Chandu Lai gave the permission and 
Guru Arjan Dev Ji was brought to the River Ravi with Chandu's guards keeping an eye on 
him. When they came to Ravi near the Fort where this beautiful dome is located, he 
dived in for a bath and never returned. Maharaja Ranjit Singh later had a Gurdwara 
constructed at this place as a memorial. Later, the sixth Guru Hargobind dominated over 
Chandu Lai through political means to avenge his father's blood. 

When Guru Arjan Dev Ji died, Hargobind Singh came to Amritsar and had a throne 
created by the name of AkaalBongatbat is present even today and named that place 
AkaalTakht. It was severely damaged during the Operation Blue Star in 1984. He started 
the keeping weapons and an army and used to keep two swords instead of one gave his 
Sikhs to do the same. He said that one sword is for wealth (Amiri) while the other is for 
saintliness (Piri). 

At this time Chandu Lai sent a letter to the GuruSahib that due to the will of God, Guru 
Arjan Dev Ji has passed away. It is mandatory upon you to accept my daughters hand in 
marriage now or else I am a Royal Bureaucrat and I shall not let you live in peace. Guru 
Hargobind said: "Beware! I shall surely avenge my fathers death". At this, due to envy, 
Chandu wrote to Jahangir that in the city of Amritsar the son of Guru Arjan Dev Ji 
possesses many weapons and considers himself theonly true King. He has made a 
throne there and has an army of thousands of men. He lives like a royal. You should 
summon him so that you can assess the situation. Emperor Jahangir summoned the 
Guru to Delhi. The Guru started his journey to Delhi along with the Royal carriage and 
left Bhai Buddha and Bhai Gurdas in charge in his absence. 

When the Guru reached Delhi he got a meeting fixed with the emperor on the edge of 
the River Jamna (Yamuna). When he met the emperor he questioned him in the first 
meeting:"Say, are Muslims better of Hindus?" The Guru read this poem of his fathers' to 
him: 

Some say RamRam some say Khudai 


(Ram Kali Mehla 5, Panna 885) 



The emperor got really pleased after hearing the poem revered him greatly; to such an 
extent that he took him along with him on hunting trips. One day a lion appeared from 
within the jungle and came towards the emperor but the Guru killed him alone. The 
emperor got extremely happy from hearing this and all his doubts faded away. When 
Chandu Lai saw that the emperor is not having negative suppositions of any sort but 
instead his respect for the Guru is increasing day by day. I should make such a plan Guru 
Hargobind and the emperor separate, lest it be that he unites with the emperor in 
taking revenge for his father. Thinking of this he told the court astrologers to inform the 
emperor that bad days are about to come upon him, the solution to this is that the Guru 
should chant for him in the Fort of Gwalior. Thus, the astrologers said as were told. To 
this, the emperor was forced to tell the Guru to go to Gwalior and offer chants for him. 
When the Guru reached there, Chandu Lai had already sent a letter to the in charge at 
the local police station informing him that the Emperor wants Guru Hargobind to be 
kept in strict conditions since he is an enemy of the emperor. The in charge imprisoned 
the Guru. At that time 52 Kings of other states were in the same prison and the guard of 
the prison was a Sikh of the Guru by coincidence. The Guru got facilities and comfort 
because of this. At this time the Emperor saw a dream in which a lion was attacking him 
and the Guru saved him from the lion. 

Due to this the emperor got convinced that what the astrologers had predicted was 
correct. The emperor was convinced that he got saved due to Guru Hargobind's 
chanting. The next morning he went for the interpretation of his dream to the presence 
Hazrat Muhammad Lateef, who was very aged at that time. The Emperor said to him: 
"Sir! What is fakiri?" He said that is whatever Guru Arjan Dev Ji did, that is; he suffered 
but never hurt anyone else. Sadly, your Courtier Chandu killed him. When Guru Arjan 
Dev Ji was imprisoned in his house; all the fakirson the face of the earth went to himin 
support but he was patient on the oppression of Chandu and asked for no ones support 
except for God. The emperor was extremely saddened after hearing this and at the 
same time gave Nawab Wazir Khan an order to bring Guru Hargobind back. When Guru 
Arjan was asked to return, he said that these 52 Kings should also be released as they 
have suffered a lot. Nawab Wazir Khan wrote a letter to Emperor who said that they 
should also be released for the sake of the Guru, this way they were also released due to 
the GuruSahib's intercession and arrived with him to Delhi and became rulers in their 
respective lands. It is said that during this time when Guru Arjan came to the royal 
court, he had a simran i.e a Tasbih in his hand that was really beautiful and expensive, 
which had rare gems in it. 

Emperor Jahangir said: “GuruSahib\ If you bestow me with one bead from your simran 
then I shall make it the main bead in my tasbih". The Guru said: "Your highness, this 
entire tasbih is yours as an offering; may you be blessed. Th eGuru then said: "Your 
majesty, our father Guru Arjan Dev Sahibhad a similar mala for his neck which was a 
thousand folds better than this; it is in Chandu Lal'shouse. You should get that mala 
from him. Otherwise I shall be its demander on the Day of Judgment". The Emperor 
ordered Chandu Lai to bring that prayer bead; he searched everywhere but could not 



find it. The emperor was disappointed at him for this and the Guru spontaneously 
demanded the blood money for his father's death. The emperor imprisoned Chandu Lai 
and handed him over to Guru Hargobind, he said that you could take revenge from him 
in whatever way you please. The Guru put an iron chain in his neck and locked him up 
among his hunting dogs; he also addressed his Sikhs saying: "Whosoever is from 
amongst our followers should hit him with their shoes 5 times each". Then his head was 
put in dirt and he was brought to Amritsar along with hunting dogs. The emperor also 
came in that direction first to Gamtala and then to Lahore. A few days later Nawab 
Wazir Khan, the Guru and Chandu also came to Lahore. Over here Chandu was paraded 
in the city on a donkey with his face blackened. When the famous Bean fryer called Moli 
Tari, whom Chandu Lai appointed to torture Guru Arjan Dev Ji, saw Chandu Lai in that 
condition he took his bean-frying ladle and stabbed himself in the stomach in such a 
way that it burst open and his intestines came out. He died in the market in front of the 
people. 



The Sikhs on the order of the Guru dragged his dead body outside the city. Then, when 
Guru Hargobind Singh came to Lahore he stayed at Mazang. That location became a 
place of worship since then. It is called Mokan Chayween Paat Shahi nowadays. The 
Gurdwara is located on Temple Road in Mazang. This location at Lai Khoh Mochi Gate 
was initially smaller in size. The Sikhs later bought the surrounding houses and 
constructed a building. The Parbandhak committee managed this place from 1927 until 
1947. The management is currently with the Department of Matroka Waqf Imlak. This is 
now a high-raised room, the size of which is approximately 8x10. The inside is painted 





red whilst outside there is an inscription bearing the name of Lai Khoh. Mechanic Javaid 
Chinioti built it in 1977 with the support of Zia-ud-Din Butt. The walls of this now bear 
the name of Allah, the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) as well as Ayats and all the building 
has been painted red due to which Laal Khoh is famous. Everyone respects this place. 
Opposite to it is the Rafiq Sweets Shop. 

Gurdwara Dera Sahib 


When the sixth Guru, Guru Hargobind Sahib, had avenged his father Guru Arjans' death; 
he stayed at Mazang.The place where he stayed was later turned into a Gurdwara. Once 
upon a time Guru Hargobind, after distributing KarahParshad, came with five of his Sikhs 
to Dera Sahib which is to the North of the Lahore Fort. It is the spot where Guru Arjan 
had disappeared during his last bath. His body could not be burned. His followers made 
a tomb at that place. 



Gurdwara Dera Sahib Shaheedi Asthan Panchveen Patshahi Shri Guru 
Arjun Dev ji in Lahore . 


He laid the memorial mark there himself and prophesized that a magnificent house shall 
soon be built here. When he was about to go to Amritsar he left a group of Sikhs there 
to look after the place. Later on, Maharaja Ranjit Singh constructed a beautiful memorial 
building here including four boundary walls and a magnificent Gurdwara was 
constructed here as well as a garden for himself that is known as the Maharaja Bagh. A 
memorial was later made in this. Then, in the year 1832 with the order of Maharaja Sher 
Singh all of these buildings were constructed. These buildings had just been completed 
that the Maharaja passed away. He was killed in BaraDari Hazrat Bilal Shah. When it was 
completed Hakim Singh was made the ruler. Keesra Singh Sudhi served this place with 
his heart and soul; his memorial was also constructed at this place after his death. It is 
mentioned in Tehqeeqat-e-Chisti on page number 137 that this Dera Sahib had the 
following allowances gifted to it during the tenure of Sher Singh: One locality with 300 
rupees per annum in Doaba. Another in the locality of Nandipur, district Sialkot with 
3 rupees per day from the Sher Shahi Treasury. One well in Sialkot from which had 39 
rupees allocated particularly. A festival takes place on the martyrdom-day of the Guru. 
All the Sikhs gather and listen to Sama and distribute Karah Parshad and the Sikhs get to 
eat the Guru'slongar as well. A festival takes place on the martyrdom anniversary of the 
Guru. What this means is that the Sikhs gather and listen to the remembrance and 
reverence of God, Karah Parshad is distributed and the Sikhs get to eat the Guru'slangar 
Kanhilal has mentioned in detail in his Tarikh-e-Lahoreon page 208 regarding Guru Arjan 
Dev Ji's memorial and Gurdwara that:"this place, which is outside Roshnai Darwaza, is 
located in a corner of the memorial place of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. This house has three 
doors. These four walls are made of bricks that have a length of 35 gaz and a width of 33 
gaz by 3.25gozsurrounds the building. The east and north walls are bleach-white but the 
slightly musty northern wall also had a gate that was a prayerniche but is now covered 
with bricks. Another corner has a dome with eight prayer niche-style gates that have 
deteriorated in condition with time. Nevertheless, the building is quite beautiful and 
strong. All of the building is clad in Sange Mar Mar. 



Smadh of Guru Arjun Dev ji at Gurdwara Dera sahib Lahore . 


Currently in one direction there is the Gurdwara where in the middle of the building the 
Prakash Astahan used to be present upon which the holy book of the Sikhs, the Guru 
Grcmth Sahib, used to be placed. It used to be recited day and night. In between the two 
buildings in the yard is the religious flag of the Sikhs, the NishanSahib, is placed. A 
beautiful dome is made on top of the building whereas in the other direction a large 
building within which is Guru Arjan Dev Ji's symbolic memorial. This is an extremely 
beautiful building which is completely clad in Sange Mar Mar. On one of its walls, this 
phrase is written in the Punjabi Gurmukhi Script: 

Sat Guru Din Diyal Ghar Bar Tumharo, 

Jo Jo Nanda Kary Us Par Sakhti Kary Tatar. 

From 1927 until 1947 the Parbandhak Shiromani Committee looked after it. During the 
independence movement of India in Lahore, the Sikhs gave lots of sacrifices and 
remained firm against British imperialism. Theywere active in many different 
movements including the Ghadar Movement, Khalsa Movement, Babbar Akali 
Movement and the Sikh leaders and populace faced bans and executions in the Lahore 
Sazish Case as well. After being hanged in Lahore's central jail their bodies were brought 
for their last rites to Gurdwara Dera Sahib Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji and after the religious 
rituals were performed they were burned near Mohni Road in a ShamshanGhaat. 



Sikhs Dead Bodies at Dera Sahib before Antim saskaar. 


In 1947, during the creation of Pakistan this Gurdwara was closed. Then, in June of 1951 
upon the insistence of the Sikhs on the Shaheedi Jor Mela, a small group of them were 
given permission to celebrate Guru Arjan Dev Ji's martyrdom day. This place was later 
restored. The first Prime Minister of Pakistan, Liaquat Ali Khan, and the first Prime 
Minister of India who was Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru signed a pact to allow the residents 
of both countries to go across the border, this pact was known as the Liaquat-Nehru 
pact. Under this, a certain number of Sikhs could travel to Pakistan for their religious 



rituals with the permission of the Pakistani government. Therefore, Sikhs travel every 
year to Pakistan to visit their religious sites ever since then. 


The Shiromani Parbandhak Committee managed this Gurdwara. In 1999 the Pakistan 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee was formed and the management all of the religious 
sites of the Sikhs in Pakistan was handed over to this committee. This committee comes 
under the Matroka Waqf Imlak Board, the President of which was Sardar Sham Singh 
who died at the age of over 90 years. The current president of this committee is Sardar 
Tara Singh whereas the vice president is Sardar Bishan Singh. 

Now this Gurdwara is managed by the Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee 
and besides other Sikh events; in the month of June, Guru Arjan DevJi's martyrdom day 
is celebrated which Sikhs from the world over come to attend. The total people present 
are in the thousands and the Matroka Waqf Imlak Board hosts all these guests. 
Moreover, in other events the Gurdwara Dera Sahib is where arrangements are made 
for the stay of the Sikhs. 



Inside view of Gurdwara Dera Sahib Parkash Asthan .Photo 1940 





The central prayer hall of this Gurdwaro was built around 1916. This prayer hall had 
completed a 100 years due to which it inevitably became damaged and cracked. 
Therefore, this central hall shall be demolished and a new one shall be constructed this 
year to meet the needs of the modern era. The management of it is with the 
Department of Matroka Waqf Imlak Pakistan and Kar Seva supports the work being 
done as well. In the coming year,this magnificent building shall be completed and it shall 
be opened for the Sikh pilgrims. These days, the recitation and teaching of the Guru 
Granth Sahib takes place in the memorial building of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. The 
manager of this Gurdwara is Syed Azhar Abbas Jafari who leaves no stone unturned 
when is comes to hosting the Sikh guests. 

Other than this, the Imlak Board and Security Institutions provide all the facilities to the 
Sikh pilgrims. The Chairman of the Matroka Waqf Imlak Board is Siddique al-Farooq who 
himself goes to welcome the Sikh pilgrims at the Wagah Border and makes 
immenslysuperior arrangements throughout the pilgrimage. The Secretary of the 
Matroka Waqf Imlak Board is Khalid Ali Sahib who manages the places of worship of 
non-Muslims throughout Punjab. 



Gurdwara Dera sahib Shaheedi Asthan Shri Guru Arjun Dev ji Lahore . 


Shaheedi Jorr Mela at Gurdwara Dera sahib Shaheedi Astha Shri Guru 
Arjun Dev ji Lahore .Photo 1940. 




Guru Arjan Nagar 


This place is outside thefamous area of Lahore, Shah Alami Gate.lt is linked to the fifth 
Guru of the Sikh religion - Guru Arjan Dev Ji. This area is towards exterior Shah Alami, 
next to the Bansanwala Bazar. This area was a central area of Sikhs and Hindus before 
the creation of Pakistan. To the back of this area is the Hindu area of Gawalmandi. There 
was a Sikh majority in Guru Arjan Nagar although there were a few Muslims households 
next to it as well. There is a mosque at this place now where there used to be an access 
point to the mainlypopulated area. There used to be shops outside of this place. In the 
middle of this populated area used to be a large Banyan Tree about which the areas old 
elders relate that they heard from their elders that Guru Arjan Dev Ji had planted this 
tree over here himself and right next to it is a well. After this, this place started to be 
called Guru Arjan Nagar. After the partition of India this place was voidof Sikhs and 
Hindus. Now all the area has turned into a business area whereas at the back is the 
populated region. The name of this region is still Guru Arjan Nagar. 



Shahalam Chowk Lahore .In the Circle Guru Arjun Nagar attributed to 
Guru Arjun Dev ji 
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Puja - A form of worship or prayer ritual performed by Hindus. 

Bara Dari - A building or pavilion with 12 doors designed to allow free flow of air. 
Mandir- A Hindu Temple. 

Ameen - A term used by Muslims after an invocation, similar to Amen. 

Gurdwara - A Sikh Temple. 

Deep Maala - 
Baisakhi - 
Phagan - 

Avatar - An incarnation of God, usually present in Dharmic Religions 
Sardar - A title for nobleman and aristocrats, used in South Asia. 

Awliya - Friends of God, used mostly for saints. 

Langar Khaana - A place where food is served to people without any cost. 
Langar-The food offered at a langar khaana. 

Masjid - A Muslim Place of Worship. 

Guru -The Spiritual Leader of the Sikhs. 

Tasbih - A type of rosary used by Muslims. 

R.A - Short form of the Arabic term Razi Allah Ta'ala Anhu, May God be pleased with 
him or Rahmatullah Alayh , May God have mercy on him 

Sudhar Sabha - A Hindu rights activist organization in Pakistan. 

Dervish - An Islamic Mystic, usually belonging to the Sufi sect. 

Qawwali - A form of Sufi music popular in the Indian Subcontinent. 



Guru - A religious figure whose teachings form the religion of Sikhism. 

Bazar - A shopping center. 

Sahib - An honorary title for noblemen 

Maghrib - The time of the setting of the sun, Muslims offer one of the five daily prayers 
during this time. 

Shamshan Ghaat - A place where Hindus burn the remains of the deceased. 

Qazi - A judge 

Shabad - A Sikh religious hymn. 

Parkash Astahan -The place where the Guru Granth Sahib is recited and placed. 
Waliullah - A friend of God (Allah), the singular form of Awliya 
Fakir- A Muslim religious ascetic. 

Darbar -The court of a ruler. 

Khalsa - It is a collective body of all the Sikhs. 

Nishan - An Urdu word meaning mark/sign/symbol. 

Ayats - Verses from the Muslim holy book. The Qur'an. 

Lassi - A type of drink prepared with yougurt. 

Sange Mar Mar- A marble. 

S.A.W - A term used after mentioning the Islamic Prophet Muhammad. Its full form is 
Sallallahu Alayh Wasallam, which meansMay Peace Be Upon Him. 

Missi Roti - A type of bread that is a staple diet in most of the Indian Subcontinent. 

Karah - A bracelet worn by Sikhs as part of their religions obligation. 

Parshad - Food offering made at temples. 


Maharaja - An honorary title for meaning "great ruler" in Sanskrit. 



Mala - A rosary used by Hindus. 


Gaz - A unit of measurment used in South Asia to denote one yard of length. 

Simran - A prayer bead or rosary used by Sikhs. 

Rupee -The currency used in India and Pakistan. 

Akalis - A sect of Sikhism. 

KarahParshad - A type of offering made at a temple. 

Bani - A term used by Sikhs to refer to various sections that appear in their holy texts. 
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